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Why should service providers join the PA Business Leadership Network?   
The PA Business Leadership Network (PA BLN) is a statewide, employer-driven program designed for business leaders to promote hiring practices that enable qualified people with disabilities to enter and succeed in the workplace.  Business Leadership Networks have begun in many states as part of a national initiative started by the former President’s Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities.  There are over 50 chapters of BLNs in about 32 states.
While the PA BLN, is focused on the needs of employers, there are definitely ways that service providers can participate in the PA BLN and create opportunities for youth.  Below are some ways that you could participate and/or benefit.
· Get on the mailing list and receive disability information, links to relevant articles, and other news Go to www.blnofpa.org and click JOIN NOW.
· Offer the PA BLN as a resource to the employers that you meet and serve. Employers appreciate it when you can connect them to worthwhile resources that help them meet business needs.  Membership provides employers with: 
· Chances to participate in events that can give companies good PR; 
· Opportunities for peer–to- peer interaction with businesses that have been successful in hiring and retaining individuals with disabilities; 
· Assistance with coordinating and/or delivering training on disability related issues; 
· Connections to an increased number of applicants with disabilities; 
· Access to a business friendly and knowledgeable source for information about the recruitment and accommodation of people with disabilities

· Provide the PA BLN with success stories about people with disabilities that have obtained employment.  Not only does the hiring company receive great PR, but the agencies and other resources involved have the opportunity to gain positive attention as well.

· Assist in certain PA BLN presentations/events.  Help is often needed to identify employers that can participate in various events and, when requested by employers, present information about disability services and related resources.
· Inform the PA BLN of employer needs/concerns.  Such input will help the PA BLN plan future events. 

· PA BLN information can help to educate those working with employers to create job opportunities.  Organizations can receive information (through the PA BLN website and other methods) to learn about assistive technology, tax incentives, accessibility guidelines, upcoming disability related events, and other disability information.
· Members can utilize the PA BLN to help in coordinating mock interviews, educational panel discussions, job fairs, training, and much more. 
If you are interested in joining the Pennsylvania Business Leadership Network contact 
Stacy M. Kyle at (717) 763-0968 ext. 115 or stacy.kyle@blnofpa.org 
